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Preliminary Notes: Applicant's response of 11/30/04 appears to include a request for 
clarification, given that the application was previously assigned to a different examiner and 
subject to different action. The following clarifications are herewith submitted: 

1) The examiner of record is Sam Rimell, Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2165. 

2) The restriction requirement has been vacated. 

3) Applicant is required to respond to the present office action. 

4) This office action is non-final. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tenorio et al. 
(U.S. Patent 6,708,161). 

The reference patent to Tenorio et al. is applicable to the claims of the present invention 
because it has an earlier effective filing date (9/26/00) as well as a different inventive entity (a 
different set of inventors). When not all of the inventors are the same between the reference 
patent and the application, the inventive entity is different, and rejections under 35 USC 102(e) 
may become applicable (See MPEP 2136.04). 

Claim 1: FIG. 1, Global Content Directory (42) functions as the claimed mapping 
module. As described at col. 6, lines 12-28, the source schema is the relational database (32) 
operated by a seller. The target schema is the hierarchical directory shown in FIG. 2. 
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The source schema includes a product ontology, which is a set of product classes (classes 
of products, such as "Pens") and product attributes ("product data associated with a product" at 
col . 5, lines 14-15. For example "ball-point" or "felt-tip" are product attributes of pens). 

The target schema (FIG. 2) includes product classes (48, 50) in the hierarchy and product 
attributes (the descriptors "Indirect Material" and "Direct Material"). 

The classes of the source schema and target schema are associated by the use of pointers 
(col. 6, lines 15-21). 

The generated product ontology is the generated list of classes, such as (48), (50), (58), 
and (60a-60c) shown in FIG. 2. 

Claim 2: Column 6, lines 58-64 describe a user making a selection of a class, which is 
user input indicating a target class that will become associated with a source class in the seller 
database. The pointers in the system (col. 6, lines 15-21) will then associate the target class to the 
source class and return search results into the target schema. 

Claim 3: FIG.2 illustrates a graphical representation of the taxonomies of the source and 
target schemas presented together. For example, a target class, such as "Indirect Material" in the 
target schema is associated with a source class deriving from a seller's database, such as "Pens", 
that corresponds to pen products in the seller's database. This information is communicated to 
the user via the graphical interface of FIG. 2. 

Claim 4: Classes such as "ball-point", "felt-tip" and "roller-ball" are leaf classes (leaf 
nodes) in the schema. 

Claim 5 : Target classes such as "Indirect Material" (50) and source classes, such as 
"Pens" will intersect each other in the sense that they are linked by pointers (col. 6, lines 12-28). 
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These pointers will lead to the generation of product ontologies, such as that shown in FIG. 2. 
The target classes and source classes can also be viewed as intersecting each other by reason that 
they are related to each other on a hierarchical tree. 

Claim 6: FIG. 2 illustrates a parent class, such as "Industry Standard Schema" (46) and a 
target class, such as "Direct Material" (48). The parent class and target will intersect each other 
in the sense that they are related to each other on a hierarchical tree. 

Claim 7: The seller ontology is the list of products in the seller's databases (col. 6, line 
18), such as ball-point pens or felt-tip pens. Attributes for such products would be, for example, 
"ball-point" or "felt-tip". The seller ontologies are integrated into the hierarchy of FIG. 2 (items 
60a-60b). 

Claim 8: Pointers are used to point to products in the seller's databases (col. 6, lines 12- 
28). The pointers will create associations between target classes, such as "Indirect Material" and 
classes of products in the seller's databases, such as "Pens". 

Claim 9: See remarks for claim 1. 

Claim 10: See remarks for claim 2. 

Claim 11: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 12: See remarks for claim 4. 

Claim 13: See remarks for claim 5. 

Claim 14: See remarks for claim 6. 

Claim 15: See remarks for claim 7. 

Claim 16: See remarks for claim 8. 

Claim 17: See remarks for claim 1. 
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Claim 18: See remarks for claim 2. 

Claim 19: See remarks for claim 3. 

Claim 20: See remarks for claim 4. 

Claim 21: See remarks for claim 5. 

Claim 22: See remarks for claim 6. 

Claim 23: See remarks for claim 7. 

Claim 24: See remarks for claim 8. 

Claim 25: See remarks for claim 1 . 

Claim 26: See remarks for claim 1-3 and 8. 

Claim 27: See remarks for claims 1-3 and 8. 

Claim 28: See remarks for claims 1-3 and 8. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sam Rimell at 



telephone number (571) 272-4084. 




Sam Rimell 
Primary Examiner 



Art Unit 2165 



